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WILDFIRES AND WHO’S TO BLAME 
   No doubt readers have heard and read about the movement now afoot to assess residents who live in the mountains, where there are trees of all things, with a “suggested fee” for fire protection. The special fee would be an additional assessment to the property taxes of those living in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). 

   Also in the “no doubt” department is just how this extortion tactic can be gotten past putting the proposed fee to a “vote of the people.” In January of this year, Governor John Hickenlooper issued two executive orders meant to serve as the groundwork for the special fee. 
   Point-of-Information:   A fee imposed on taxpayers is the legislature/elected officials’ way of getting it imposed without putting it to a vote of the people.
   Executive Order 2013-001 created the Wildland and Prescribed Fire Advisory Committee tasked with “advising the Director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control on all matters pertaining to wildfire preparedness, response, suppression, coordination or management and prescribed fires.” 

   Executive Order 2013-002 created the Task Force on Wildfire Insurance and Forest Health “to examine how to best protect property and people within and adjacent to the wildland-urban interface and Colorado’s landscape, which is critical to the state’s economic health.”  
   Executive Order 002 also amended a suspension in place since March of 2012 for the use of prescribed and controlled burning by state agencies or on state lands until protocols and procedures were reviewed and revised as necessary. (The March 2012 Executive Order was issued by the Governor in response to the Lower North Fork Fire [controlled burn] and the death of three people; the fire was set by the Colorado State Forest Service in March of 2012.) 

   The Governor disclosed several issues to be addressed by the task force:
· replacement costs for destroyed homes;

· relocation assistance; 

· accounting for lost personal property; 

· timing of insurance benefits; and 

· how to provide better understanding of insurance coverage for policyholders; 

   The task force is also to “explore insurance policies that promote forest health, policies that reduce wildland fire threats and help incentivize wise planning and stewardship, and reduce loss of life and property.” 
   The Governor pointed out, “These new guidelines go above and beyond the recommended best practices for slash pile burning to ensure all such burns are conducted in a safe and effective manner.” 
   What elected officials and other experts in charge so often fail to address or analyze is the cause of the fire. All the protocols and procedures mean nothing if the protocols and procedures are not implemented and followed or just plain old ignored as was the case in the Lower North Fork Fire. The Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) failed to patrol and monitor the controlled burn for the minimum time of three days as required by its own rules and regulations (the three-day time period was the absolute minimum for patrol and monitoring). 

   Acknowledged hereby is the State’s swift removal of certain departments of the CSFS to the Department of Public Safety and/or the Division of Fire Protection, and those people re-qualifying for jobs. 
   Cause and effect are the controlling factors in the undertaking to solve any kind of problem – the “cause” of the problem must be identified before the solving part of the problem can be accomplished in an intelligent manner. That is not such a difficult premise to comprehend, but as the wildfire have grown in magnitude and impact throughout the United States, the blame game has moved into high gear. 

   Who is at fault? Those who live in the WUI already or is it local officials who approve every development that comes before the Board of County Commissioners? Every development places greater demand on firefighting resources.

   Next week, Seeing the Round Corners will take a look at who’s to blame and what the experts say.

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.

Doris Beaver

